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A Letter from the Presid
Avery Farm Nature Preserve

Dear GOSA members and friends,

Thanks to the Weber family, G rs,
grants from the Town of Ledyar Dep
Environment al Protection (CT Fi
Service, GOSA joyfully <c¢losed o.n
2015. This scenic and ecol ogi cad haypy RieOA By t Y&
outstanding water resources and?atwinpe L?lyf‘("gaegtafopﬁ' ltyamegbergsy
Weber family wild.l continue to occupy t e i Y %% oni al
farm's hay fields, and the public wildl haveaacees sdit!
that runs through the property for passi vea rheidkre@matgiho
northeastern section 'a"f Wev ehrop eF ayrom 6Ndr tjloian ukune 5
More good news! Since its inception in 1967 as the 7
own and in cooperation with local, stat e, and federa
20d4dcre property in Groton, hi storically known as Can:i
way . GOSA signed an agreement with CT DEEP which con
Recreation and Nat uraanld Heormmiatgse GIOSUAs tt oPrroagirsaem 20 % o f
| ocal Acooperaservi oes spreaowairdeshi pThe pr opemrd yplbtocah;t[sl
spectacular rocky ridge, dramatic cliffs, scenic tra
this acquisition happen
Habitat restoration is another GOSA priority. GOSA i
of Candlewood Ridge and Avery Farm with support fron
Conservation Service, and CT -tDEEPOGbesutDbepfar4mmeént aofedo
winter and opened up tgor otvhteh sturne ebsy. rTehneo vairnega nmast umroew [
shrubs to provide food and shelter to more than 50 ¢
only one saadohopé&dtsiudmyl ataéch gr owt h, you wi ||l be ama
and butterflies wildl return or move into the area.
GOSAG6s acquisition and habitat projects wildl be a ke
t hGreat Thicket N a tiino nsaol u t Wieladsltiefren F(Jeofnmgeecticut. Feder
way wi || enhance our ability to pr ect the |l and,e wa
Fish and Wildlife Service in ppr of the Great Th
4!
My best wishes to you for a Happy Spring. Enjoy the
Joan Smith
GOSA News supports the mission and purpose of the Groton Open Space Association by publish-
ing electronic newsletters that inform the public of past, present and future GOSA activities and
threats to the health of open space. GOSA News also serves as a link to the GOSA website  for
additional information and as a link to other key sites. Our mission is to inform and inspire the
. . . public to becqme actively involved. We welcome letters to the editor..Letters shou.ld be sent with :
the writerds name, addr ess an dnaillta gosamail@gnmihcom.e number via e
G O S A GOSA Mission and Purpose To work to promote conservation, environmental preservation, open space and
recreational areas in Southeastern Connecticut. To educate the public about the value of open space, conserva-
tion and environmental preservation. To enlist public support and funding to promote, acquire or maintain open space for publ ic
use, alone or in cooperation with local, state or federal agencies, or with other nonprofit organizations. GOSA is a nonprofi ttax ex-
empt organization under IRS Section 501(c)(3).
GOSA News Staff Membership

Co-Editors: Liz Raisbeck and Eugenia Villagra

i o\ To join, send a check to GOSA a
Layout Design: Eugenia Villagra name, addremai AndAeanual dues ar
Contributors: Whitney Adams, Syma Ebbin, Liz Raisbeck, Joan Smith, Sidney per year.
Van Zandt
Photography contributors: Joellen Anderson, Dennison Pequotsepos Nature Groton Open Space Association,

P. O. Box 9187

nter, H Br. n, CT DEEP ph raphers on -7 unl her-
Center, Hope Brayton, C photographers on pages 6 unless othe Sty C 19 108673 4 0

wise noted, Joan Smith and Eugenia Villagra


http://gosaonline.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GrotonOpenSpaceAssociation
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2706&q=323840
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/refuges/planning/lpp/pdf/Highlights_Proposed_Great_Thicket_NWR_01142016.pdf
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http://gosaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/Tilcon-Nat-res-2-1.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2706&q=323840
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2706&q=323840
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1 £ Sm
As you hike up the trail to the pine ridge you graduaIIIyeNIoea\he k
east (above |l eft), pass through a transition zone, and emerdge i r
chestnut oak$ a(habowe nrgieghetd) ecosystem in need of protection.
ground. 06 Among other act iTViiltcioe sGdmree@ 3 ke wil lehdi mea rskup @lni
maintain a trail and cleafomygtasiphoBisgKiag@ncg@gpy ttdhroughout
For r i v n i r n
Dr. Robert Askins, th&l’ Peaésspgpcmt&i d‘;d'n?},fa@;[grrg(b?rgm&fft? it
Connecticut Coll ege ot ei tn tPetmhsotqﬂeDnsglatye sFlopepsotrt
efforts of the Grot A Iz P t
the pine ridge site ?,&?Z tehguarlnfpf'l:' g?hb%fs(,
sites for conservat bro mg,&dtctg,ug ar@sc|
an i mportant i nk i benltt srve e omapheatsmrelgbrt
woul d increase the Bteyr ioéd sComfneccto nnte.c tt eidnkps
areas. |Islands of n ¥nHs'd prpﬂretvéIBbWﬁéﬁtOf
much of their disti cal dlver5|ty over
the best way to pre ;
greenbel ts hus, t
high priority for
Dr Askinsdé opinion
servationists and n
has stepped u and
donors and vo nt ee
: r
f'ﬂ !

y Jdan smifFhor est .

4


http://gosaonline.org/donation-acknowledgement/#donation
http://gosaonline.org/contact-us/
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Shifting the Mosaic: Creating Ear cce
to Conserve Speci es -
By Sy mag 3 ;

sional habitat, are a
I species is thweasmght.by

nds and shrub
ecosystems r

ds, or early su
er than individ

5 —
Q Qo
o —

lgrew up an apartment dwel7l5&4 oifn Qbemn eYcotrike u@iodtsy ,f ovreenstt

ing into overgrown vacantamhaotésafms mpastononedoi nndther
as | grew ol der, I spent pmanney fvoarceasttiso nasn db aucl kt pi arcaktien gy
friends in the Green and 3MWhe dieeMouwhhiacmspnowi Eomgr tho
pungentcarrepeedleed tr ai |l s s hamdaetdu rbey fao riced satfimya Xxg aclenleaestu ahahrb-y g |
opy. | remember how disconcerted | felt whenl beganmy be st apé resiasmmtdent |, a system
doctor al research in the ddpgt oenxep atnos et heef stuteesséeeha:
reaches of Alaskads Kuskokwim River, a land of per m
frost studded with thick Ist amedscse mtf ddoaddy, wiheé owd @s
der, and how oddly relievgidveln fuealyt teos s hief comegledd adip
work in villages surroundegshyanhabtosyseeem containing

al stages and species. Si n
Forests are important forno@dquiplsiylehiesmasgstmomse. hddey
tain a diversity of specioegs ,diisntculrubdainncge pilnanft &8s t earnii nm
micraaéoelsiotlcTmcemmuanrs&tlymatledsatrmpfen or eliminate disturb
oxygen produstiinkrs d&md gaictton ppegwmaestand-y | ead to th
tion. They produce #fambeswHmlre. ti Mbetuarbdnoenon the
est products as well as wehdki e, wprbtastbiwetileveheds:
ter qguality, play pivotal roles in the c¢climate syst
formation as well as watemdHigndrngaiignt tchyec!ldinsgt urabmon
er services. were windstor ms, fires, flo

American agriculture. At p
So why is GOSA c btotmen® f d gasnd ke evse?r y f ew) beavers | e
have shuddered at the apparpantwhdeervea sitiamiitoend ofy tdei In
cleat area on Candl ewood uRildege aserli odiid whenukrbbhes
encountered it. But thereahnssamneNglwa rEatgil am dwhsii artp | ny.
you feel |l ess disconcerteest. This is why wearly suc

associ atied ewiglrdaldiufad 1'y di sapg
Over t 1 me, mo s t ecosystems StreEpshthpa Wirodl igreeisks @
community to another, andpt hase matminadls , € hraenpdt€s| easr,e
ecol ogi cal Shicsepsiocess tgmasifed meatt hdee pleanrde on t hes
Connecticut bedrock <clearggh| bYi dadle sSWirsygersinmt g4 ach
26, 000 years -ago -mayerddghe®®mgsSthe most endangered ¢
which trapped moisture, creafoenthen@is!l camd elrevd ntgh & cvoasyy
growth of grassy meadows, spleculbbByakhackete andegtti ive
hardwood forests. These were burned and cleared by
tive Americans and more dpamatyichal Ityhebyu E3ur opiegm &g d
for settlements and farmsagdaiemsd nigi dt0i dd et hree MPevvd | E nogf
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Before anfdheAfeei mages il lustrate the stages of eauky seaoate
new growth one year after cutting; right: shrubby growth e
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cies Act and i s Hmorvisgyv eroalc oynesaerrsv eGQShAe ihra sh
creation otha OGefwaiwmid ddridmperrtafewsge i ncl udi
onlaMh&i i dleiaf eFrarreni,m geentdhe he Sheep Farm t
create or maswndadsnsisohmaulbblyabietaatlyy. suéc
ithicketso, beguorea ICpntdhewoodt (Rmtdayl el a
species ofi nwgi lachldi ftee.chni Nalt ha 4 fair gted red
Res oaixtc@emst Coofn seearrvliayt isounc - Ser v
tbiev eesx pRarnadgerda m,t htehree bly. Se. n hFai nsc
©onrmwedtdil d Ute Dipwicsiiessn doef- For
Attt awirlelceme plraestsed olmyf eG@BA
aNdt pil alnt Re sascudr csenso nC ocnosveerr vead
t @d e afi Ehe dd virsiidry mdt
fowls | yt hiart ¢ rwea al sdil ni gis encuamabdesr i
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About the Author : Syma A. Ebbin, Ph.D., is research coordina-
tor for Connecticut Sea Grant, faculty member of the UConn

Clockwise from top left: Wiimndliddei nRfPatmentof Agriguturalsang Begayrge Beopenics, ppd a
the New England cottontail, Ameri cdembgreighe 6@SABoard of Pitegarsa t | bl ack and
white warbler, box turtle and brown thrasher.


http://gosaonline.org/2016/03/sheep-farm-hike-may-1-100-330-p-m/
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http://gosaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/X-Town_Hike_Map.jpg
http://gosaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/SF_Historic_Features_and_Trails2012map2.pdf




