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A Letter from the President, Joan Smith 

GOSA News  supports the mission and purpose of the Groton Open Space Association by publish-

ing  electronic newsletters that inform the public of past, present and future GOSA activities and 

threats to the health of open space. GOSA News also serves as a link to the GOSA website   for 

additional information and as a link to other key sites. Our mission is to inform and inspire the 

public to become actively involved. We welcome letters to the editor. Letters should be sent with 

the writerõs name, address and daytime phone number via e-mail to: gosamail@gmail.com.  

 

GOSA Mission and Purpose   To work to promote conservation, environmental preservation, open space and 

recreational areas in Southeastern Connecticut. To educate the public about the value of open space, conserva-

tion and environmental preservation. To enlist public support and funding to promote, acquire or maintain open space for publ ic 

use, alone or in cooperation with local, state or federal agencies, or with other nonprofit organizations. GOSA is a nonprofi t t ax ex-

empt organization under IRS Section 501(c)(3).  

Membership   

To join, send a check to GOSA and include your 
name, address and e-mail. Annual dues are $10 
per year.  

Groton Open Space Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 9187 
Groton, CT 06340-9187 

GOSA News Staff  

Co-Editors: Liz Raisbeck and Eugenia Villagra  

Layout Design: Eugenia Villagra  

Contributors: Whitney Adams, Syma Ebbin, Liz Raisbeck, Joan Smith, Sidney 

Van Zandt   

Photography contributors: Joellen Anderson, Dennison Pequotsepos Nature 

Center, Hope Brayton, CT DEEP photographers on pages 6 -7 unless other-

wise noted, Joan Smith and Eugenia Villagra  

Dear GOSA members and friends,    
 

Thanks to the Weber family, GOSAôs many supporters, and generous 
grants from the Town of Ledyard, the Connecticut Dept. of Energy and 
Environmental Protection (CT DEEP), and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, GOSA joyfully closed on the Avery Farm on December 29, 
2015. This scenic and ecologically diverse property and its 305 acres of 
outstanding water resources and wildlife habitats are protected forever. The 
Weber family will continue to occupy their colonial home and manage the 
farm's hay fields, and the public will have access to the Preserve's beautiful but discreet trails and the easy-access dirt road 
that runs through the property for passive recreation. As part of CT Trails Day, GOSA will be leading a hike through the 
northeastern section of Avery Farm North on June 5th. We hope youôll join us! 
 

More good news! Since its inception in 1967 as the ñSave the Haley Farm Committee,ò GOSA has been working on its 
own and in cooperation with local, state, and federal organizations to establish a coastal forest greenway across Groton. A 
201-acre property in Groton, historically known as Candlewood Hill, is the next critical link we hope to add to this green-
way. GOSA signed an agreement with CT DEEP which commits the State to purchase the property using funds from its 
Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program and commits GOSA to raise 20% of the total and serve as the propertyôs 
local ñcooperatorò or stewardship-services provider. The property boasts a rare and significant 44-acre pitch pine forest, a 
spectacular rocky ridge, dramatic cliffs, scenic trails and historic quarries. Once again, we will need your support to make 
this acquisition happen.  
 

Habitat restoration is another GOSA priority. GOSA is working to restore young forest habitat in carefully selected areas 
of Candlewood Ridge and Avery Farm with support from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, and CT DEEPôs Department of Forestry. Thirty-two (out of 400) acres were clear cut last fall and 
winter and opened up to the sun by removing mature-growth trees. The area is now being planted with hundreds of native 
shrubs to provide food and shelter to more than 50 species of wildlife, including the rare New England cottontail. After 
only one season of sun- and hopefully rain-stimulated growth, you will be amazed to see how birds, mammals, reptiles, 
and butterflies will return or move into the area.  
 

GOSAôs acquisition and habitat projects will be a key part of the new U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviceôs proposal to create 
the Great Thicket National Wildlife Refuge in southeastern Connecticut. Federal recognition of the coastal forest green-
way will enhance our ability to protect the land, water and wildlife we all love. If you have not already sent a letter to the 
Fish and Wildlife Service in support of the Great Thicket proposal, thereôs still time! The deadline was extended to April 
4th. 
 

My best wishes to you for a Happy Spring. Enjoy the newsletter! 

                                                                             Joan Smith  
 

A happy occasion at the Avery Farm closing,  Dec. 29, 2015,  
attended by Weber Family members, GOSA board directors, 
and Tedford Law attorneys.  

Photo:  Hope Brayton  

Avery Farm Nature Preserve: Protected in Perpetuity! 

http://gosaonline.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GrotonOpenSpaceAssociation
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2706&q=323840
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/refuges/planning/lpp/pdf/Highlights_Proposed_Great_Thicket_NWR_01142016.pdf
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There will soon be a new jewel in the emerald necklace of 
green space crossing the town of Groton.  As a result of a 
collaborative effort initiated and led by GOSA, the State of 
Connecticut will be acquiring a 201-acre property located 
in central Groton on historic Can-
dlewood Hill. The property, be-
ing sold to the State by Tilcon 
Connecticut, Inc.ĭ, is located 
north of Interstate-95 and south 
of Route 184 (map at right or 
click here for full map.)  It will 
provide a key link to protected 
open space habitats across our 
town.   
 
ñTilcon,ò as the property is cur-
rently called, is the next glacial 
ridge over from  GOSAôs Can-
dlewood Ridge property. It in-
cludes the pitch-rich heart of one of our disappearing na-
tive forests: Pinus rigida or the pitch pine tree. Since colo-
nial times, wood from these forests was split to burn as 
candles (hence the name Candlewood Hill) and provided 
the pitch and timber needed for ship building, mine tim-

bers, and  railroad ties 
because the wood's 
high resin content pre-
served it from decay. 
Approximately 44 
acres of this propertyĮ 
is comprised of an 
exposed rocky ridge 
top dominated by 
2000 to 2500 pitch 
pines, oaks, chestnut 

and bear oaks, and an understory of huckleberry and blue-
berry.  This unique woodland is considered one of the most 
threatened habitats in Connecticut and the largest pitch 
pine barren in Connecticut.  
 

Most of us in the Groton area have never even seen these 
rare pine barrens, where the soil is thin and few competing 
species of trees or shrubs can grow. Until recently, this site 
was unknown even to conservationists and naturalists, who 

discovered the site while hiking 
on a trail in adjacent open space 
owned by the town of Groton. 
Ridgetop pitch pine barrens are a 
particularly rare subtype; most 
are located on gravelly to sandy 
terrain.  If you hike up the trail 
to the pine ridge, you will gradu-
ally leave behind the typical de-
ciduous forest of the Northeast, 
pass through a transition zone 
(ecotone) and emerge onto an 
open, sunny savanna with wide-
ly spaced pitch pines and chest-
nut oaks. At over 300 feet high 

and featuring winter views of Long Island Sound, the site 
is one of the most spectacular places in the region for hik-
ing and natural history. Old granite quarries, unusual ridge-
top wetlands, pristine streams and vernal pools will delight 
the hiker along the way.  
 
GOSA first learned about this exceptional property in 
2008. Nowðseveral land acquisitions, two appraisals, ex-
pert flora and fauna diversity surveysį, and years of negoti-
ations laterðGOSA, Tilcon and the State are on the cusp 
of an agreement. GOSA proposes to raise 20% of the 
$785,000 purchase price, or $157,000; the remaining funds 
will be disbursed from CT DEEPs Recreation and Natural 
Heritage Trust Program.  
 
In late February, GOSA met with CT DEEP to discuss how 
the property will be managed by the State and to define 
GOSAôs role in the management of the property.  As of 
now, the State is inclined toward acquiring the property as 
a ñwildlife management areaò with GOSA serving as a 
ñcooperator,ò or the local ñeyes, ears and boots on the 

An Unusual Jewel in Grotonôs Emerald Necklace  
By Joan Smith and Whitney Adams 

Pitch pine tree above east ridge   Photo by Joan Smith 

Photo by Joan Smith 

http://gosaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/Tilcon-Nat-res-2-1.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2706&q=323840
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2706&q=323840
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ground.ò Among other activities, GOSA will mark and 
maintain a trail and clear out invasive plants.  
 
Dr. Robert Askins, ornithologist and professor of biology at 
Connecticut College, wrote that he ñstrongly support[s] the 
efforts of the Groton Open Space Association to preserve 
the pine ridge site in Grotonéone of the most important 
sites for conservation in eastern Connecticuté[as well as] 
an important link in a green belt [see map at right] that 
would increase the value of a series of connected natural 
areas. Islands of nature surrounded by development lose 
much of their distinctive biological diversity over time, and 
the best way to prevent this is to link protected areas into 
greenbelts. Thus, this site should have an exceptionally 
high priority for conservation.ò   
 
Dr. Askinsô opinion is enthusiastically supported by con-
servationists and naturalists across Connecticut. The State 
has stepped up and GOSA will seek to engage our loyal 
donors and volunteers and many others in this extraordi-

nary opportunity. Will 
you please help?  
 
To donate online, click 
here. For contact info, 
click here.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

ĭ Tilcon Connecticut, Inc. is a leading supplier of quality crushed stone, 
hot-mix asphalt and ready-mix concrete throughout Connecticut.  
 
Į For perspective on the importance of this 44-acre pine barren site, the 
State has put considerable effort into restoring only four acres of pitch 
pines in Patchogue State Forest. 
 
į Helene Hochholzer, a DEEP forester, visited the site and was im-
pressed by the unusually extensive area of pitch pines. Whitney Adams, 
a GOSA botanist and co-author of this article, has completed a prelimi-
nary plant survey of the site. Dr. David Wagner, an entomologist at the 
University of Connecticut, thinks that the unusual pitch pine ecosystem 
may very well support a number of rare and threatened species of in-
sects.  

As you hike up the trail to the pine ridge you gradually leave behind the more typical dark and shadowy deciduous forest of the North-
east (above left), pass through a transition zone, and emerge into an open and sunny savannah with widely spaced pitch pines and 
chestnut oaks (above right)ð an endangered ecosystem in need of protection.  

Tilcon, an important link in a greenway, is outlined in purple 
and located south of GOSAôs Avery Farm and Candlewood 
Ridge and north of the Sheep Farm and the Merritt Family 
Forest.  

Photo by Eugenia Villagra Photo by Joan Smith 

Eastern towhees have 
been spotted on the prop-
erty. 

Photo by Joan Smith 

Photo by Joan Smith 

Photo credit:: hughvandervoort.com 

http://gosaonline.org/donation-acknowledgement/#donation
http://gosaonline.org/contact-us/
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I grew up an apartment dweller in New York City, ventur-
ing into overgrown vacant lots for my slice of nature. But 
as I grew older, I spent many vacations backpacking with 
friends in the Green and White Mountains, hiking through 
pungent needle-carpeted trails shaded by a leafy green can-
opy. I remember how disconcerted I felt when I began my 
doctoral research in the flat expanse of the treeless lower 
reaches of Alaskaôs Kuskokwim River, a land of perma-
frost studded with thick stands of shrubby willow and al-
der, and how oddly relieved I felt as I traveled upriver to 
work in villages surrounded by tall trees.   
 
Forests are important for our psyches and more. They con-
tain a diversity of species, including plants, animals and 
microbesða biotic community. They are point-sources of 
oxygen production and point-sinks for carbon sequestra-
tion. They produce harvestable timber and non-timber for-
est products as well as wildlife, protect watersheds and wa-
ter quality, play pivotal roles in the climate system, soil 
formation as well as water and nutrient cycling, among oth-
er services.   
 
So why is GOSA cutting down trees? Some of you may 
have shuddered at the apparent devastation of the newly 
clear-cut area on Candlewood Ridge as I did when I first 
encountered it.  But there is an explanation which may help 
you feel less disconcerted.   
 
Over time, most ecosystems transition from one biotic 
community to another, and these natural changes are called 
ecological succession. This process transformed the bare 
Connecticut bedrock cleared by the Wisconsin glacier 
26,000 years ago into lichen- and moss-covered rocks 
which trapped moisture, created soil and led the way for the 
growth of grassy meadows, shrubby thickets and ultimately 
hardwood forests.  These were burned and cleared by Na-
tive Americans and more dramatically by European settlers 
for settlements and farms, leading to the removal of about 

75% of Connecticutôs forest cover by 1820. These fields 
and farms abandoned in the 1850s succeeded into thick 
pine forests and ultimately into diverse stands of hardwood 
species, which now cover roughly 60% of the state. This 
mature forest, called a climax community, was thought to 
be stable and persistent, a system in equilibrium and the 
capstone to the successional process.    
 
In recent decades, the idea of the climax community has 
given way to the concept of the shifting mosaic steady-state 
system, an ecosystem containing vestiges of all succession-
al stages and species. Since then, additional research on 
non-equilibrium systems has demonstrated the importance 
of disturbance in fostering resilience. Strategies used to 
dampen or eliminate disturbance, such as fire suppression, 
can potentially lead to the collapse of the system as a 
whole.  Disturbance on the other hand can enhance resili-
ence as well as biodiversity.  
 
Historically, the disturbances to our neck of the woods 
were windstorms, fires, floods, beaver activity and Native 
American agriculture.  At present, it is mostly windstorms 
and (a very few) beavers left to transform our forests. Ex-
cept where limited by soil and moisture conditions, and 
unless periodic disturbances occur, grasslands and shrub-
lands in New England simply morph into a hardwood for-
est. This is why early successional landscapes and their 
associated wildlifeĭ are gradually disappearing. In all, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service counts over 65 at-risk song-
birds, mammals, reptiles, pollinators, and other wildlife 
species that depend on these types of habitats. The National 
Biological Service noted that grasslands and shrublands are 
among the most endangered ecosystems in the U.S. and 
recommends conserving ecosystems rather than individual 
species as a more effective way to protect biodiversity.    
  
As such, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has decided 
against listing the New England cottontail under the Endan-

Shifting the Mosaic: Creating Early Successional Habitat  
to Conserve Species   
By Syma Alexi Ebbin 

Grasslands and shrublands, or early successional habitat, are among the most endangered ecosystems in the United States. Con-
serving ecosystems rather than individual species is thought by wildlife managers to be a more effective way to protect biodiversity.    

Photo: Paul Fusco, CT CDEEP Wildlife Division 
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gered Species Act and is moving to conserve their habitat 
with the creation of a new wildlife refuge ï the Great 
Thicket National Wildlife RefugeĮ. The idea driving the 
refuge is to create or maintain shrubby, early successional 
habitats, aka ñthicketsò, favored by the cottontail rabbit and  
the many other species of wildlife.   With targeted clear 
cutting or coppicingį in these areas, the extent of early suc-
cessional shrublands can be expanded, thereby enhancing 
the available good-quality habitat for wildlife species de-
pendent on these areas.  At a recent press conference, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation 
Service Chief Jason Weller noted, ñThe decision not to list 
the New England cottontail shows that wildlife and work-
ing lands cannot just coexist, but thrive, in harmony.ò 

 

For several years GOSA has been actively managing many 
of its properties, including Haley Farm, the Merritt Family 
Farm, and the Sheep Farm to create and restore these early 
successional habitats.  Active land management has just 
begun on Candlewood Ridge and Avery Farm, using fund-
ing and technical assistance received from the U.S. Natural 
Resources Conservation Service Wildlife Habitat Incen-
tives Program, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the 
Connecticut Division of Forestry.  The newly created clear 
cut will be planted by GOSA volunteers with native shrubs 
and plants and soon covered in new green growth, visited 
by a greater diversity of wildlife, and become home to a 
hopefully increasing number of vulnerable early-succession 
dependent wildlife species. If youôd like to see the results 
of coppicing, please join us on May 1 at 1 p.m. at the 
Sheep Farm for a Spring Outdoors hike. By creating shrub-
lands and shifting the landscapeôs mosaic in favor of these 
younger forested habitats, we are able to conserve and en-
hance many more species than through often controversial 
protection programs that target individual species.    
 
ĭThis includes species such as the New England cottontail and a 
suite of grassland and shrubland bird species including wood-
cocks, yellow-breasted chats, brown thrashers, eastern towhees 
and field sparrows, among others. 
 
ĮThis proposed refuge will have a large presence in Connecticut 

as well as other New England states, providing for the acquisition 
(in title or in easements) and management of 15,000 acres within 

ten focus areas encompassing over 290,000 acres in seven north-
eastern states from New York to Maine.  Of this, 3,500 acres are 
targeted for acquisition in the Pachaug-Ledyard focus area, 

which includes Groton and lands already conserved by GOSA.   
 

įCoppicing refers to a traditional woodland management tech-
nique practiced in England in which tree cutting fosters bushy 
resprouting growth to create shrubby habitats. 

About the Author : Syma A. Ebbin, Ph.D., is research coordina-

tor for Connecticut Sea Grant, faculty member of the UConn 

Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, and a 

member of the GOSA Board of Directors.  

Photo by Marie Olson 

Before and After  These images illustrate the stages of  early successional habitat creation. Left: initial clear-cut; center: 
new growth one year after cutting; right: shrubby growth emerges several years after cut.  

Photo: Ed Guthro 

 

Photo: Gary Kramer 

Photo: JD Mayo 

Photos: Paul Fusco, CT DEEP Wildlife Division 

Photo: JD Mays 

Photo: R. Crossley/Vireo/Audubon 

Clockwise from top left: Wildlife that prefer shrubby habitat including  
the New England cottontail, American woodcock,  bobcat,  black and 
white warbler, box turtle and brown thrasher. 

Photo source: Griffins Guide 

Photo: JD Mays 

Photo: Gary Kramer USFWS Photo: Ed Guthro 

http://gosaonline.org/2016/03/sheep-farm-hike-may-1-100-330-p-m/
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Volunteer! Volunteers have completed two WHIP Grants from the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service at the Sheep Farm to do away 
with invasives, continue the lower trail, extend the lower meadow as 
well as planting the upper Candlewood Ridge areas. We still have a lot 
of work to do!  If you would like to get some exercise in the         
Great Outdoors and Make a Difference, contact me at 
SVanZandt3@aol.com. I am a lopper wizard, am fast becoming a hab-
itat pile-building expert, and would love some help. Hereôs one event: 

Come to GOSAôs 20th Annual  
Haley Farm  

Cleanup, Greenup Day! 

 

Bring loppers, work gloves, drinking water and liberate 
a tree! 

 

Haley Farm State Park  
 

Saturday, April 23 (Rain date, April  24) 
 

9 am - 2 pm 

 

We supply some hand tools and lunch! 
 

Sponsored in part by The Last Green Valley 
 

Avery Farm Nature Preserve Trails With the ink hardly dry on the signing with the Webers 
for the purchase of the 300+-acre Avery Farm in Groton and Ledyard, we have been busy making 
plans for marking trails.  At Christmastime, my son Doug from Oregon helped begin the blue trail 
to the east and the north of the southern main gate on Lambtown Road Extension, which is now 
open for all to enjoy. He also recorded the red trail to the west on GPS with his phone, so that we 

can begin to transfer the trail route to the town trail maps. Jenna Gosselin, head of GIS for the Town of Groton, has 
been incredibly helpful at adding GOSAôs Groton propertiesô trails to the town trail maps.  We are working with our 
GIS and GPS friends to record the lower as yet unmarked blue trail so that we can get maps printed and posted. Ditto 
for the Sheep Farm and the Merritt Family Forest. 

Sidneyôs Corner 
By Sidney Van Zandt with Liz Raisbeck 

Habitat Restoration 
Thanks to a grant of 
$100,000 from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice a few years ago, we 
have accomplished con-
siderable habitat restora-
tion this fall through 

coppicing* on Avery Farm and Candlewood Ridge.  By the end of next summer, the coppiced areas that are quite bar-
ren now should have filled in with native blueberry and other shrubs, wildflowers and grasses that will be ideal habitat 
for the many creatures that need areas more open than thick woods to thrive. In the meantime, this spring we will be 
building habitat for small mammals, especially the New England cottontail, by piling up the left overs of the coppicing 
as well as marking trails on our new properties.  

 

*Coppicing is an English term for a traditional method of woodland management which takes advantage of the fact that many trees make new 
growth from the stump or roots if cut down. In a coppiced wood, young tree stems are repeatedly cut down to near ground level.  

 

Powerline Pole Replacement   In the 
midst of all this activity, Eversource, for-
merly CL&P, decided to replace four sets 
of poles on Avery Farm this winter.  
They brought in huge equipment but 
found only a narrow lane to access the 
power corridor platforms. In order to get 
their machinery to the corridor, they had 
to widen the little lane and put in a tem-
porary bridge across Haley Brook. They  
then laid a huge base for each set of new 
60-foot poles. It was all extremely disrup-
tive. Unfortunately, my favorite  witchha-
zel that were in prolific bloom last fall 
had to come down. Their work done, 
Eversource left the area quite tidy and 
ready for new grasses to sprout.  

 

Photo Source: DPNC Photo: Eugenia Villagra Photo: Eugenia Villagra 

Photo: Eugenia Villagra 

mailto:SVanZandt3@aol.com


8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 National Trails Day  
 X-Town Hike on June 4  
GOSA Hikes on June 5 

 
The first weekend of June, GOSA will celebrate National 
Trails Day, a series of events coordinated in Connecticut 
by the CT Forest and Park Association with wonderful 
walks on GOSA property as well as other protected lands.  
We hope you will join us June 4 and 5 to celebrate open 
space protection in Groton, and now also Ledyard with 
the addition of the Avery Farm to GOSAôs protected open 
space. 

X-Town Hike Saturday, June 4, 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
We will meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Bluff Point State Park 
parking lot for registration. Please get there a little early. 
 
This six-mile hike starts at the Poquonnock River at Bluff 
Point and continues through Haley Farm and across Rte. 
215 to the town-owned Mortimer Wright Preserve.  From 
there, the walk will pass through GOSAôs Merritt Family 
Forest and on to the town-owned Beebe Pond Park, Ava-
lonia Land Conservancyôs Moore Woodlands, and 
ñTownôs Endò at Beebe Cove.  Click here for a X-town 
map. 
 
At 1:30 p.m. a bus will meet us for our return to Bluff 
Point. The hike is moderately paced and of medium diffi-
culty.  Bring your own snacks and drinks. Heavy rain can-
celsðno scheduled rain date.  Solar toilets are available 
at Bluff Point and Haley Farm.  
.  
Pre-registration is requested. For questions or registra-
tion information, contact Sidney Van Zandt, 860-572-
5715, or svanzandt3@aol.com. Please, no dogs.  
Sponsored by Connecticut Forest & Park Association, 

Groton Open Space Association, 
Avalonia Land Conservancy, 
and the Town of Groton Parks 
and Recreation Department. 

 

 

 
 

Sheep Farm and Fort Hill Brook 
Sunday, June 5, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
 

Meander through the forests and fields of this 
historic farm, visiting the old dam site and lovely 
waterfall on Fort 
Hill Brook. Two-
mile hike with 
moderate to easy 
trails. Family 
friendly. Click 
here for Sheep 
Farm map. 
 
Meet leader Sid-
ney Van Zandt at 
10:00 am at 245/255 Hazelnut Hill Road (on the right     
up the hill  from the Pequot Health Center entrance). Rain 
or shine. Pre-registration is recommended. For ques-
tions and to register, call Sidney F. Van Zandt 860-572-
5715, svanzandt3@aol.com. Please, no dogs. Sponsored 
by the Groton Open Space Association 
 
Avery Farm Northeast Hike 
Sunday, June 5, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Walk down an old farm road on this newest GOSA acqui-
sition and through the woods to Haley Brook and the bea-
ver dam. Cross the little bridge next to the beaver dam 
and gaze out over the lovely pond the dam created with 
the beaver lodge at the far end. This walk then continues 
through forest and meadows and past wetlands through 
gently rolling terrain. Moderate to easy, approximately 
2.5 miles. 
 
Leaders Marie Olson and Anne Pierson will meet you at 
the southern gate of Lambtown Road Extension, immedi-
ately north of the Groton/Ledyard border. Approach from 
Route 184 in Groton, heading north on Groton's Lamb-
town Road. Use 245 Lambtown Road Ext., Ledyard, as 
an address for your GPS device. Preregistration is rec-
ommended. For questions or registration information, 
call Marie Olson at 860-917-2625 or email mwgoeol-
son@comcast.net.   Please, no dogs. Sponsored by the 
Groton Open Space Association 
 
 

 

Photo: Eugenia Villagra 

Photo: George Savic 

Photo: Joellen Anderson 

Photo: Jim Conrad 

http://gosaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/X-Town_Hike_Map.jpg
http://gosaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/SF_Historic_Features_and_Trails2012map2.pdf



