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gosa News

A Letter from the President,
Dear GOSA members and friends

As 2016 draws to a cl ose, we have
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GOSA News supports the mission and purpose of the Groton Open Space Association by publish-

ing electronic newsletters that inform the public of past, present and future GOSA activities and
threats to the health of open space. GOSA News also serves as a link to the GOSA website
gosaonline.org, for additional information and as a link to other key sites. Our mission is to in-

form and inspire the public to become actively involved. We welcome letters to the editor, which — -

can be sent wi t h t he writeras name, addremallstoand dayti me

G O S A gosamail@gmail.com.

GOSA Mission and Purpose To work to promote conservation, environmental preservation, open space and
recreational areas in Southeastern Connecticut. To educate the public about the value of open space, conservation and environ men-
tal preservation. To enlist public support and funding to promote, acquire or maintain open space for public use, alone or in cooper-
ation with local, state or federal agencies, or with other nonprofit organizations. GOSA is a nonprofit tax exempt organization under
IRS Section 501(c)(3).

E

GOSA News Staff

Membership To join, send a check to
Co-Editors: Liz Raisbeck and Eugenia Villagra include your name;maaddr efsnsn uaanld
. o dues are $25 per year for indiyv
Layout Design: Eugenia Villagra Camilies.
Contributors: Syma Ebbin, Liz Raisbeck, Joan Smith, Sidney Van Zandt, Eu- Groton Open Space Association,
genia Villagra P.O. Box 9187

Photography: Pam Adams, Pat Olivier, Joan Smith, Eugenia Villagra Groton, C7910867340


http://gosaonline.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GrotonOpenSpaceAssociation
http://gosaonline.org/2016/09/edith-fairgrieve-memorials/
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An Update on GOSAG6s Contribution to the Ti
By Eugenia Villagra
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GOSA Goal: $117,750
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We have made excellent progress, with only a fe\
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GOSA, P.O. Box 918P18BHANKNYOECT 06340
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e‘_’.’“]”""f’f““j‘: our Ai mperiled biosphereo and fAstave off
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http://gosaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Tilcon-Instant-8.18.16.-PRINT-READY2.pdf
http://gosaonline.org/donation-acknowledgement/#donation
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2706&q=323838&deepNav_GID=1641%20
http://www.groton-ct.gov/depts/plandev/docs/POCD/FINAL%20Groton%20POCD%209-29-2016_small.pdf
https://charteroak.org/content/matching-gifts/
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Kudos to Pat
yet! On April
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SALT Conference

SMALLER AMERICAN LAWNS TODAY

Deconstructing the
American Landscape

Saturday, November 19, 2016
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Professional landscapers, designers, and home gardeners

are choosing to use native plants for many reasons—not only
because they are beautiful and hardy, but also because they
provide essential food and shelter for wildlife and help to
maintain a unique sense of place. Join us for this day-long
conference to discuss the demise of the American lawn, the
definition of “native,” and the future of native plants in our
built landscapes.

NEW ENGLAND

WILD
FLOWER
SOCIETY

@

&

Connecticus College
ARBORETUM
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wE

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

Keynote: The Future of Native
Plants in the Built Landscape,
Larry Weaner, Principal, Larry
Weaner Landscape Associates

Award: New England Wild
Flower Society will present the
Regional Impact Award to New
Directions in the American
Landscape

Presentations:

Ecological Functions of Native
Plants, Claudia West, Author
and Ecological Sales Manager,
North Creek Nurseries

Low-Maintenance Plants for
the Deconstructed Landscape,
Dan Jaffe, Horticulturist, New
England Wild Flower Society

The Evolving American Lawn,
Judy Preston, Connecticut
Outreach Coordinator, Long
Island Sound Study

Roundtable Discussion:
Defining Native, moderated by
Mark Richardson, Director of
Horticulture, New England Wild
Flower Society

Connecticut College,
New London, CT

Members
$65 before Nov 1
$80 after Nov 1
Nonmembers
$75 before Nov 1
$90 after Nov 1
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http://gosaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/GOSA-News-Spring-2015.pdf
http://www.conncoll.edu/the-arboretum/programs-and-activities/salt/
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Groton Open Space Maps Getting Better and Better

One of my favorite projects has been working with Je
update the townds open space maps on its website. J
Aval oni a, Nature Comwreedsamicgyp eratnide st otwma t have been p
public. For the first time, the townds map (cropped
linked open spaces and compl ete watersheds; you can
owned by Tilcon Corporation in central Groton | ocate
the many streams that run from or through these openrn
shed of Fort Hi | | Br ook, Eckl eston Br ook, and Hal ey
way from Ledyard to Long Island Sound I f you |l ove
clean water for our LIS oyster growers and clean wat
bel ow t o-ssee aefrslilon with a | egend
/ {8, N\ LEDYARD ||
QBﬁQQ nﬁGROTON
&
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http://gosaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Open-Space-Map-Town-of-Groton-11.9.16.pdf
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Why Connecticut Needs a stitutional
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The Mystic Education Center, formerly known as the Mystic Or al S

One of the many wonderfull andi nogaveaypamude |1)f et hier et hma
beauti f ul State of Conneanycptropohal ltamdcomfveygt sdcy
habits, is the comfortingakdo®@)leddhe tl gt swhdw he dwisan
one of our state parks or owiltgl ivioe eaneasachhpsepdemnrn
are set aside Ain perpetuity, o for all ti me.
S. J. 36 received-fohet heqmal
You may be surprised to fviontde oiunt tthheatS eancactoer,d ibnugt toon I:
report from the Council tohne EHouigeo.nmdémtdal Quhal ityl e
( CEQ) iPrtedear ved but May lmeme Nd me ntl mptelmenasame resol ut
nence of State Comtlirt] etciemhte L Seapad adl- Assembly in the
posals to exchange or cohwoeyitsttad ea pppaerakrs ,o nf d rh&htbsa |
and wildlife areas totalipmrgsagaedotdSsS. bf 3a6c rweass laav d
hi ghlighted weaknesses instéep fpoowamrcd.i oWe @i aht dad tka
Connecticutds conservatiohrlands. appbesesedeadakne he :nex
could result in the suddeans kG inmgp rf eog e rywautri csrup paomd sglh-
sequent devel opment of those | andsébo Maybe not
so steady after all. Meanwhi | e, cl oser to home,
on development ®wwietdh Mylse¢ i st
Last spring a coalitiontiodn ccCemderrnedd-ac&Grei paopdhbey
environment al organi zatilobnwsthei Mgbudcn@r aGOSAhool ,
l aunched-wai tlieng ecampai gn awrequicige st he h€omepart ment of
necticut l egislature to gdAS)a wbhehi admi onhalt emasen §
ment to set the bar highemefibr efuchEnlearngdy camvdeyBmncies:
( DEEP) , which administers
The Gener al Assembly tookGO®A Ifearsnedttetpatl atshh e Matya tt &
plug this huge | oophole iamrestat® IGawtopgbéydimeg@gnhbkarmwd
preservation thanks to t Wedtwhunrhdoruedsa dfocheéxpebs y ¢ h ht
poured into the | egislatumarifa odnesadri evdkerby htehest@QEQ@.
cluding manySefnmdmm V®u .t Rve § dli intgi ocna mdpéai gn and t he ac
(s. J. 36) , which passed IBoamgacHdambemrssaht e¢dthei haste
day of the session, woul cdoegseghbhhtcehftbmtthe Iniakle, at
DASwned property, up since
natel vy, we recently confirn
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DAS DEPARTMENT OF

A July arti aleeveiahn efhda hRay ec
THISPR vel opment officials from Gr
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http://www.ct.gov/ceq/lib/ceq/Preserved_But_Maybe_Not.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/ceq/lib/ceq/Preserved_But_Maybe_Not.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2016/TOB/s/pdf/2016SJ-00036-R00-SB.pdf
http://www.theday.com/local/20160713/groton-to-market-former-mystic-education-center-property
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Where the Wi ld Things Are: Fabul ous Beast
By Syma A. Ebbin

—— -

A sea serpent glides by North Dumpling Island in Fishers |Ibsyl and
Aaron Kane.

For the past eight years, myi ncghitlide esp dtaivel atxeaededasdhoal
out on Fishers I sland, sailregobdcé&f asidg hftoirntghs .on t he fer
twice a day When | head out on the ferry to attend con-
certs and school pl ays, I plemebh®1 3l | yo smmamy tpheco pwaet erresp ofr @
traces of the wildmoltdemebaante <Toasturotfl eGl oucester, Ma s s @
sunfish), finning shark, dolSprimrtywbédl &NewoEng@lamaeépesommilsos
manat ee. I havenot been |l ubkytenowglleystand ke Batyyuoé
these from my perch on the fbheimy, valewlkadugh Tthiei srepasat t s 0m-
mer my cousins were, capturbihg Xohfnewadiiigi,t aDr . i aged 8f ge
humpback whales swimming algongrdeheamespeaebhi shdge iod Bosto
Fi shers. I certainly havenét haan ae I nelkv ae | nhet ayrmal
Captain G Courl and Pdlofe Fra = g =
ary in 1887, he sighted a s - f
mi ddl e | edge near Fishers 1|s ser
pent sightings in Long | sl an; t h
an urban | egend of old, but
Sea serpents have been spott Sor
many hundreds of years by sa \0 M
sea gazers in waters al | -
198 entury Dutch zoologist, A&
analyzedkrpeat sightings as
twentieth c eBd lugiya nFrsmicéint i sz =S
Bernard Heuvel mans, credit e d==s == S e N : n &=f | el
of cryptozoology or the studgl owufcedt fhérd dseernd s an permatlsochprﬁsSldﬂelrdSe
a |list of documented sight-i Pdstlod Sklaar gebegdr pahea iftdrm sea
ani mals of al |l kinds thought to be unknown to scienceo ir
hi s HmokT,he WalGeercpfeTnPSesafirstsdnlassetdvae—vidence about the eve
tion noted occurred in 1639t alodd dhedempasitt ioofn sCaupned eAn no,a
Massachusett s, foll owed by ssieggrhvteédngtshea ncitdat wrad er se ®d u mMtoirr
way, Mauritius, Australi a, Maoiunnet ,s anfio ntgh oman yw hoot hheard Isopcoat -t €
tions. The or al hi stories obnebmdedndih@énounse psceomp| 8681 @E
rich with stories and obser varndkea swhifc ks etah®y®ricpl eaystlssi , d i eexdp aamsd
t hat year , two addition
eported in Long 1Island
i Xx to the Linnaean Soci e
f Rye Neck, N&w 1Y8lr7k , wroon
er published in a New Yo
h t . at 10 obécl ock A. M.
r y hoeu\seec kon IRyopebserved at
0] sout hward and eastward
w | ng on Ry e P0|nt, and per
' e ‘ ' h o e, & ough, dark 1l oo
The first American sea ser ent , e te a n, S
sachusetts i n 1639. Mﬁbmu;rt(eper:s E)nyltsﬁ,g R djlirég g?t War @E Ne?\% Yor k
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United States ser viioogagnmennt hocalrofuimsgh wa 2Bed up on the shore near San
The oarfish article canmplrd If dlOA7 Ild retsaueeg 0 f20 of t he
and a strong ebb tide. Vi ewicngsi tt heught myogbasextoneinsead
me it was a | adidies |badkhgf amtifypateo afni fatcyt ufacletspeci men was <ca
of which was seen above theAfgidrcfaacien odfeB38hes Jwabes] bape b
peared to be irregular, uneivreanl,udamdy déeplrye pt nH eeaphoecghl ewshi.aol
From the time | first saw hisnpetciilels Indneft 2éAmddt oabfd n chd wr, s ep
could not have exceeded ten prissuthbed, tiyn tvhhaitc ht hsehyor & r & i ;e m
he had gone probably not | eslksndwmnasdxuwmdeseviemedni | esl Oke
ing species known to humans. A
Hertell remar ked that t he samel yaxne dnall arwgaes nsuerebrerlsy o Mr si gh
James Guion two days previ ouhserteo wo urisde | §at iwshfi d cet corvielryl oeoxXkp |
ing the east side of Mamar omdc ks eldarskeogprentas reelorted bDhhoeu
ers who spied the ani mal neafrieddy 358 &Eighti hgasséenowo RHamads
Point Hertell concludes @ Tthhaeg p ds swialsi lai tsye aopfa mih mlstipieliiee 38 ¢
bul k, to meThast cietrtias nwhat theustbali mpt eali dedt aty of the
Sea Serpent, and the same wiciicelts appeamarnegd ikmo@ino wa e uthe&krn o wn
harbor [sic], is only probabadamrdoolikely rare.
I n the waters of Long I slandNofedndopnsilervaeti s kindl dgii otn,6 s
observations are the first rreeccoerndteHidplBfiutth:ad@ut i &#h aln e ¢ i&ghhatfi
continued well into the nexmosctenotfurlyi,f easond&@auméant edaibrys
J. P. O6 Nei |1 iThehde&mr ea® 0 Nelwo doki g It chreds eSela f ef or ms are rar e, i
SerpentThe year following Hetieiltéd gioghstniang, oarnortérmot eseh a
pent was sighted on June 19 ,bilo8dli8v eorfsfi tSag tHae boumber Loihgd
Il sland Sound, NY, and then alghaei nn uinmb etrh eo f S okunnodw nd usrpiencg etsh ed €
summer of 1877, followed by smoireentsiisgthst i mggs jimstsubsepgasesed
year s I n 1896, it was spotttoedhbe néasrcoReredWashiumgnhomwnabd
|l ater that year over two hunndirleldi om ttnee seswesr obG@®r mieldl laoms.er -
pedti ke creature near Li ght hnoauys eg oP oeixntti nicm , Ne wmeHtaivireens af t e
Har bor . Sever al othasedos g griotriea gnde wSofiudnadu ght er 6 speci es. E
in the begi n'ddengt uorfy tohcec u2 @ emo menn oln9 Oals aind t he devel opment
1902 and were reported by tthlee UpSoce&€nasbf Gespreadi affomwf |
Mont auk in 1929. climbed in recent years to | ev
ous waves of mase PkBunhdnedi o
As it stands, the mystery oft htohues aindle ntpietryh apfs tutpevas ead odr p
has not been satisfactorily erxepseorltvse)d .t i mvdasn yg rkemaa verr ¢ pheagni ebsa
have been proposed that mi ghptr iboer rteos ptohnes i abd vee nfto ro fs ohmuemaonfs
the reported sightings the aggmep dwelling and little unde
stood 0 Rrefgiad e c u(s , glbeasrkd )ng shark
(Cetorhinus, nkarxakmums )or Argé laintt eRStoheiske x¢ i ncti on events have be
spp. ), bluefin tuna (tTubnunnynueernt hovrasvyee, mahokwewetl) (s not due
thynnuwv@arious species of matreicnteo nma mmali 9 gewblémscal or co
seals and dol phins, and a maenagesnilde of bdumanmn kBonodobwobnspen e
cies Ot hers have suggested dtetveel iomptmreinguianngd i drean 4 fhant ma thiecs
serpents may be #fAliving f ossexpslooi tsautrivonvi nf§ nsepnebceiress ,ofi BpPEr
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